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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

U.S. Housge of Representatives
TWashington, DE 20515-6035

ONE HUNDRED TENTH CONGRESS

May 7, 2007

Representative Ike Skelton
Committee on Armed Services

2120 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Skelton:

DUNCAN HUNTER, CALIFORNLA

JIM SAXTON, NEW JERSEY

JOHN M, McHUGH, NEW YORK

TERRY EVERETT, ALABAMA

ROSCOE G. BARTLETT, MARYLAND
HOWARD P. "BUCK"” McKEDN, CALIFORNIA
MAC THORNBERRY, TEXAS

WALTER B. JOMNES, NORTH CAROLINA
ROBIN HAYES, NORTH CAROLINA,
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO ANN DAVIS, VIRGINUA

W.TODD AKIN, MESSOURI

. RANDY FORBES, VIRGINIA

JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA

JOE WILSON, SOUTH CAROLINA
FRANK A LoBIONDO, NEW JERSEY
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

ROB BISHOP, UTAH

MICHAEL TURNER, OHIO

JOHN KLINE, MINNESOTA

CANDICE S. MILLER, MICHIGAN

PHIL GINGREY, GEORGIA

MIKE ROGERS, ALABAMA

THENT FRANKS, ARIZONA

THELMA DRAKE, VIRGINIA

CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS, WASHINGTON
K. MICHAEL CONAWAY, TEXAS
GEOFF DAVIS, KENTUCKY

ERIN €. CONATON, STAFF DIRECTOR

Recent press articles have indicated that some of our colleagues within the House of
Representatives may attempt to include contentious Irag-related language in the National

Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2008, Doing so would increase the risk of
cither a failed vote on the House floor or a veto by the Commander in Chief. Knowing that each
committee member fully supports the interests and well-being of our troops, such a result would
be inconsistent with the long-standing principles of the Committee on Armed Services.
Therefore, we urge you to resist any attempts to include any such language in the NDAA.

Such matters should be deliberately addressed by this committee, in a separate venue, per regular
order absent any special rules. An issue, that is as important as the war in Iraq, deserves open
debate, discussion, and analysis by this body prior to implementing any major changes to our
military’s capabilities and missions.

We appreciate your personal attention to this matter and look forward to continuing our
bipartisan work on such vital policy concerns.
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